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The Equality Act 2010 requires the Council to have due regard to the need to 

· eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation;

· advance equality of opportunity between different groups; and

· foster good relations between different groups

Section 1: What is being assessed?
1.1
Name of proposal to be assessed.
Fly Tipping Fees and charges increase
1.2
Describe the proposal under assessment and what change it would result in if implemented.
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has made recent changes to The Environmental Offences (Fixed Penalties) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2023 allowing councils to increase the maximum levels of Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) for certain environmental offences such as flytipping, littering and Householder Duty of care offences. DEFRA has increased the maximum levels as follows:

Litter – £500 (previous maximum allowed £150)

Flytipping - £1000 (previous maximum allowed was £400)

Householder Duty of Care - £600 (previous maximum was £400)

In Bradford, the maximum fines for environmental offences are:

Litter - £100 reduced to £80 for early payment. 

Flytipping - £400 reduced to £300 for early payment.

Householder Duty of Care - £250 reduced to £200 for early payment.

This proposal is to increase the levels of fines to ensure consistency across the Yorkshire region as follows:

Litter - £150 reduced to £100 for early payment.

Flytipping – 3 levels of fines - £1000 for serious offences, £400 reduced to £300 for less serious offences and £100 for minor offences - flytipping of single items e.g., black bag.

Householder Duty of Care – £400 reduced to £250 for early payment.

Section 2: What the impact of the proposal is likely to be

The Equality Act 2010 requires that we give due regard to advancing equality of opportunity and fostering good relations. Will your proposal support either of these two aims? It is particularly important that positive impacts are highlighted when they affect a lot of people or have high impact on a small number of people.

2.1 Will this proposal advance equality of opportunity for people who share a protected characteristic and/or foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those that do not? If yes, please explain further.

No 
2.2 Will this proposal have a positive impact and help to eliminate discrimination and harassment against, or the victimisation of people who share a protected characteristic? If yes, please explain further.
No 
2.3 Will this proposal potentially have a negative or disproportionate impact on people who share a protected characteristic?  If yes, please explain further. 

There may be a disproportionate impact on lower income families/ individuals who are fined for these offences. Inability to pay will result in more prosecutions and criminalisation of the lower income demographic.

Most littering and occurs in inner city areas/ areas where there are fast food takeaways. This may cause a disproportionate number of FPNs to be issued in inner city areas. 
2.4 Please indicate the level of negative impact on each of the protected characteristics?
(Please indicate high (H), medium (M), low (L), no effect (N) for each) 

	Protected Characteristics:
	Impact

(H, M, L, N)

	Age
	N

	Disability
	N

	Gender reassignment
	N

	Race
	L

	Religion/Belief
	N

	Pregnancy and maternity
	N

	Sexual Orientation
	N

	Sex
	N

	Marriage and civil partnership
	N

	Additional Consideration:
	

	Low income/low wage
	H

	Care Leavers
	L


2.5 
How could the disproportionate negative impacts be mitigated or eliminated? 
(Note: Legislation and best practice require mitigations to be considered)
This rise would be supported through a communications campaign reminding residents of the rules and the penalties. This would be run on social media to ensure a wide reach.  This will also advertise the services such as tips and the bulk waste collection service.  This will also include targeted communications to businesses. 

The Early payment discount scheme would continue to allow the public to pay a low level of fine for early payment. 
There is currently an opportunity for residents to contact the council to agree a date for full repayment when they are unable to pay the fine immediately. 
Section 3: Dependencies from other proposals 

3.1
Please consider which other services would need to know about your proposal and the impacts you have identified.  Identify below which services you have consulted, and any consequent additional equality impacts that have been identified. 
Council Contact Centre - as the public would make contact to pay fines and make queries about payment.
Section 4: What evidence you have used?
4.1
What evidence do you hold to back up this assessment? 
A review has been undertaken of the fees and charges of other areas, and Bradford has been benchmarked with these. 
4.2
Do you need further evidence?

Further evidence may be provided through the consultation,  and this will be considered. 
Section 5: Consultation Feedback

5.1
Results from any previous consultations prior to the proposal development.
None undertaken.
5.2
The departmental feedback you provided on the previous consultation (as at 
5.1).
N/A
5.3
Feedback from current consultation following the proposal development (e.g. following approval by Executive for budget consultation).
Proposals are to be consulted on and feedback will be reviewed and considered. 
5.4
Your departmental response to the feedback on the current consultation (as at 5.3) – include any changes made to the proposal as a result of the feedback.
Feedback from the consultation period will be considered to determine if it is impacting any particular group disproportionately.
PAGE  
1

